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Exploring the African American Museum and 
Library in Oakland –  

Sowing Seeds of the Past to Ensure a Better 
Future 

   

At the entry to the African American Museum and Library 
(AAMLO) is a Seed Library that allows borrowers to “check 
out” vegetables and flower seeds to plant in their gardens -- to 
increase the capacity of Oaklanders to feed their families 
wholesome food and provide resources that foster community 
resilience, self-reliance, and cultural pride. There can be no 
better or more appropriate welcome to AAMLO than a Seed 
Library. Seeds are a metaphor for life and renewal and 
likewise, the Museum/Library is dedicated to preserving the 
seeds of the African American culture and regenerating 
traditions.   

  On November 15, members of our Branch were treated to a 
personal tour of AAMLO.   We met with the Chief Curator, 
Bamidele Agbasegbe-Demerson; Project Coordinator, Veda 
Silva;  Archivist, Sean Dickerson; and  Library Assistant, 
Marco Frazer, who explained how the Museum is compiling, 
preserving, and documenting the cultural history of African 
Americans in Oakland.  African Americans came in two great 
waves, the first in the 1860s to work on the  Transcontinental 
Railroad, the  second, from 1940-70, when Blacks came to 
Oakland to escape the Jim Crow South. The new arrivals  
planted the seeds of an impressive network of cultural and 
economic institutions which has grown into the largest 
population of Blacks in California after Los Angeles.  

 (Continued on page 3) 
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In the past, Black slaves used their ingenuity to 
keep family history alive by preserving   personal 
belongings, important papers, journal entries, 
and other  memorabilia between Bible pages.  
Their descendants continued to use the Bible as 
a private family archive to maintain their dignity 
and document their existence with the limited 
resources available to them. 

 Today  smart phones, videos, and social media 
have supplemented the Bible as a repository for 
family records.  AAMLO continues to serve as 
collector, transcriber, and curator of the history 
of Black Oakland, its archives overflowing with 
traditional memorabilia, photos, tapes, videos, 
and collected papers of luminaries.  It is the “to 

go” place for anyone doing research on the African American community in Oakland, 
and new high tech applications provide easy access to the collections and the greater  
possibility of sharing and collaboration.  

   The grand hall on the second floor of the architecturally acclaimed building that 
houses AAMLO boasts a panoramic mural featuring  distinguished Black Oaklanders. 
 One of my favorites is Delilah Beasley, the first African American female reporter for 
the Oakland Tribune. 

   Our group began the excursion in Preservation Park, a living museum of 16 restored 
Victorian homes in manicured gardens around the corner from the African American 
Museum and Library. Amidst the hustle and bustle of a developing downtown 
Oakland, we stepped back in time to appreciate the past as prologue to the future. 

—Lenore Gallin, President

Image by Jurek Kubik from Pixabay 
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Please contribute to our International table by bringing a dish to share that 
represents a cultural group or winter holiday celebrated in another part of the 
world. Add a small note card with a description of your dish and anything you 
want to say about the tradition it represents. 

               
               
               
              4
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MEMBERSHIP 	

 	

			Diane Rawicz,	Treasurer and Membership Chair 	

Image credit: https://pixabay.com/illustrations/rau-network-women-s-network-1966045/	

 	

MEMBERSHIP
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    Welcome new member:	
								
											Abby Riley	

Abigail “Abby” Riley writes, “I’m excited to be a new member! I 

work in Oakland, so I thought AAUW Oakland would be a great branch 

to pick. During my undergraduate and legal education, I developed a 

desire to join the fight for gender equity. Now that I’ve started my 

career in the Bay Area, I’m excited to find opportunities to do just that. 

I’m happy to be joining AAUW – Oakland-Piedmont.”	

We look forward to meeting Abby in person at the Holiday Social on 

December 10. 	
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Public Policy
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Lobby Days are Here Again 

Ginny Hatfield, AAUW California Public Policy Committee Member	

Save the Dates …. March 21 and March 22, are the 
AAUW CA scheduled Lobby Days, so mark your 
calendars and be sure to sign up to participate when our 
Lobby Day registration arrives in your January mailbox. 	

Advocating for our top three priority bills is 
fundamental to achieving our legislative priorities by 
addressing economic security for all women, providing 
equal access to public education and insuring social and 
racial justice for all members of society. We need all 
members on board and will be counting on you to reach 
out to our elected officials in the CA legislature.	

Our Public Policy Committee will make it easy for you to do so. This year instead of a full week, Lobby 
Day will consist of two days and will occur while the legislature is in session, not on break. Hopefully, 
this will provide more opportunity to actually speak with a member in lieu of a staffer.  Our plans are 
to make it hybrid – virtual and in-person. Those branches in and around Sacramento would have the 
option of in-person meetings at the Capitol with the remaining branches meeting virtually or in-
person with staffers in the district. So, a bit more flexibility this year as the committee feels it’s 
beneficial to establish relationships with our elected leaders’ local staff.  	

 Our AAUW legislative Advocate will be scheduling meetings with the member offices willing to 
participate, and once you return your Lobby Day survey, the committee will begin to assemble branch 
participants and match them with Assembly and Senate districts in order to assign teams.  We will 
provide you with material on the bills we are supporting and have scheduled a mandatory training 
webinar for March 20th, so you’ll have the information at your fingertips. If you have participated in 
Lobby Day in the past, we would love to hear from you on what worked and what didn’t, please send 
your comments to publicpolicy@aauw-ca.org.	

Lobby Day is our chance to make a concerted impact on the priorities and values we, as AAUW 
members, hold dear.  It brings out the “advocates” in all us for improving the economic and 
educational lives of women and girls. And goodness knows, we need that commitment now more 
than ever.  So, mark those calendars and join us on Lobby Day/s.	

mailto:publicpolicy@aauw-ca.org
mailto:publicpolicy@aauw-ca.org
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Tired Of Politics As Usual?	

 Here’s an Exciting Opportunity to Help 	
Women Get Elected to Public Office.	

Gov Trek is an enticing new AAUW virtual 
program designed to inspire junior and senior 
high school girls to consider careers in elected 
office and public service.  	

Over five two-hour Zoom sessions, students will engage in interactive and 
inspiring activities with exposure to women legislators, career options, 
and the inner workings of a political campaign. The program will 
culminate in a group competition to create a realistic campaign 
simulation.	

													Volunteer to be a Zoom Breakout Room Facilitator 

·               Manage a group of up to 15 students in a Zoom breakout room. 	
·         Help participants to work collaboratively and stay on task. 	
·         Assist with assigned activities. 	
·         Program begins January 28, 2023 and ends March 23, 2023	
·         Training for Facilitators will be provided in January. 

Read about the Gov Trek at aauw-ca.org/gov-trek/ 	
For more information, contact lenoregallin@gmail.com	

http://aauw-ca.org/gov-trek/
mailto:lenoregallin@gmail.com
http://aauw-ca.org/gov-trek/
mailto:lenoregallin@gmail.com
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Tech Trek News 
As the end of the year approaches, our thoughts often turn to 
tax deductions!  This is the perfect time to make sure that our 
branch's Tech Trek account maintains a healthy balance so 
we can continue sending as many Oakland girls as possible to 
this wonderful program. Every little bit helps us continue to 
allow local girls to experience this life-changing experience.	

		
Easy option 1: write a check made out to AAUW-CA-SPF and put 
Oakland-Piedmont/Sonoma State in the memo line.  Mail the check 
to Ann Johnson, 1901 Melvin Road, Oakland 94602.	
		
Easy option 2:  AAUW California has added a PayPal option for donating: 
 https://specialprojectsfund-ca.aauw.net/donate/. Specify account 5037 
(Sonoma State) and remember to add "Oakland-Piedmont" in the 
optional "Note" field so that your donation goes directly to supporting our 
branch fund.	
		
For more complicated donation options, please go to: https://www.aauw-
ca.org/spf-launches-website/.  If you go through either this route or via 
PayPal, please notify Ann Johnson at johnsonann129@yahoo.com or 
510-482-5596 so she can track our account in our records.	
 	
Thanks in advance for your continuing support!	
 	
--Nancy Adams, Tech Trek Chair	

https://specialprojectsfund-ca.aauw.net/donate/
https://www.aauw-ca.org/spf-launches-website/
https://www.aauw-ca.org/spf-launches-website/
https://specialprojectsfund-ca.aauw.net/donate/
https://www.aauw-ca.org/spf-launches-website/
https://www.aauw-ca.org/spf-launches-website/
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AAUW Fund
Inspiring Words!	

I am hopeful that some of you were able to attend at least one of our 
wonderful Grant Recipient presentations held most recently via Zoom. Forty 
AAUW Fund recipient scholars were studying and doing research work in 
educational institutions throughout California. Their projects ran the gamut 
of topics, including sustainable environments, global migration, refugee 
studies, polymers, the Chinese one child policy, women farmers, maternal and 
child nutrition, the influence of sleep on daily life, sex trafficking in Kenya, 
and the body as an ecosystem. 	

Many of us give to a variety of causes. To know that AAUW is spending the 
funds we personally donate for these young women scholars and researchers 
is beyond remarkable. Though my life is finite, to know that I personally am 
contributing to a better and more promising world for people to live in is so 
very meaningful. I truly hope you will join me before the end of this 
year and donate to our AAUW Fund, so you will have that personal 
feeling of being able to impact a better future for us and those 
coming after us! The deadline for this year is December 31. Please 
also know that your donations are totaled and those branches whose members 
together contribute $750 or more are eligible to receive an AAUW pin 
awarded by the branch to honor a designated member. Also, our O/P AAUW 
Branch can benefit by asking one of these student scholar recipients to speak 
at one of our local programs. Please let me know if there is a particular topic 
that you would like to hear more about, and we will make every effort to bring 
the right speaker to one of our local meetings. 	

If you are inspired by these possibilities, please make as generous a 
contribution as you can to the AAUW Fund. You can donate right now 
by clicking here on “Donate.”	

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me. And healthy and Happy Holidays to all!	

--Miriam Rabinovitz, AAUW Fund Chair	

 	

 	 9Image Credit: Luisella Planeta LOVE PEACE 💛 💙 from Pixabay 

https://my.aauw.org/donation-product-detail
https://my.aauw.org/donation-product-detail
https://pixabay.com/users/sweetlouise-3967705/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2710098
https://pixabay.com//?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2710098
https://pixabay.com/users/sweetlouise-3967705/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2710098
https://pixabay.com//?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2710098
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A Tremendous Thank You  

to our Oakland-Piedmont Executive Committee 

Lenore Gallin 

President 

Janet Clark 

Secretary 

Diane Rawicz 

Treasurer

And thank you, 
Lenore, for 

hosting a lovely  

Leadership 
Council 

Planning 
Session         

High Tea
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EVENING BOOKS 
Linda Hoffman  
510-710-4141 

  INTERNATIONAL FOODS 
Jeanine Fetterly 
510-654-6484 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Joanne Sandstrom 

510-339-1352 

MORNING BOOKS 
Dana Barnett 

510-482-3060 

COMMUNITY ADVOCACY 
Kathleen Cha 
510-383-8816 

DINNER OUT 
Barbara Norum 
510-816-0873 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

TECH TREK 
Nancy Adams 
510-528-2251 

OUTREACH COORDINATOR 
Gloria Taylor 
510-569-0587 

MLK LIBRARY COORDINATOR 
Stephanie Woodbury 

510-388-2789 

BOARD SUPPORT  

VOICE EDITOR 
Sara Armstong 
510-848-6340 

WEBSITE MANAGER  
DeAnna D’Zamba 

510-595-1594 

Morning Books 
 Meets on the first Thursday of each month, September-June, 10:00 AM         

                        December 1, 10 AM 

Book: Count the Ways 
Author: Joyce Maynard 
Reviewer: Barbara Norum	
Chair:  Dana Barnett, danambarnett@gmail.com	
Zoom Host:  Barbara Norum, barbara@norum.ca	

Evening Books 
  Meets on the second Thursday of each month, September-June, 7:15 PM 

                                                  December 8, 7:15 PM 

Book: Interior Chinatown                                                                                                           
Author: Charles Yu                                                                               
Reviewer:   Nancy Adams                                                                                  
Chair, Linda Hoffman, ldhoffman29@yahoo.com                                  
Zoom Host: Barbara Kridl, bekridl@sbcglobal.net	

                                          Lunch Bunch 
                                                Friday, December 9, 12:30 PM 
            
       Restaurant: Quinn’s Lighthouse                               MAP 
        1951 Embarcadero,  Oakland            
      RSVP to Joanne Sandstrom    joannes@berkeley.edu  
        or  510 339-1352 by December 7 

International Foods  
                    

            We are on hiatus this month!	
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Dinner Out 

   We are on hiatus this month! 
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1319 Carleton Street

Berkeley, CA 94702


December, 2022

Calendar of Coming Events

Date Event Location/Hostess Page

Dec 1 Morning Books Barbara Norum 11

Dec 8 Evening Books Linda Hoffman 11

Dec 9 Lunch Bunch Joanne Sandstrom 11

Dinner Out On Hiatus 11

International Foods On Hiatus 11

Dec 10 Multicultural Holiday Party Margaret McAlone 1,3

Mar 21,22 Lobby Days AAUW Public Policy 6

Volume 73 Issue 4. The Voice is published 10 times a year by the Oakland-Piedmont Branch of AAUW. 
Subscriptions are $15 for 10 issues. Submit Voice articles/announcements by the 15th of the month for following 
month’s issue to Sara Armstrong   saarmst@telis.org or by post: 1319 Carleton St. Berkeley, CA 94702

Oakland-Piedmont 
oaklandpiedmont-

ca.aauw.net 
aauwoakpied@gmail.com

State Office, Sacramento  
916.448.7795 

 office@aauw-ca.org 

Association 
 Member Helpline 
 1.800.326.2289  

connect@aauw.org
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